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DRAFT STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT (SCI) IN 
PLANNING 

1. Summary

1.1 A revised Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) in planning has been 
drafted for the Borough.  

1.2 The SCI outlines principles that will guide local public engagement in planning 
policy and development management; and adherence to its provisions will be 
verified when Local Plans are subject to independent examination. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That approval be granted for the draft Statement of Community Involvement at 
The Appendix to the report, be subject to further public consultation, and that 
the issues that arise from the consultation and a proposed final Statement of 
Community Involvement be reported back to Cabinet.

2.2    That the Head of Regeneration be granted delegated authority to make any 
minor, factual or presentational changes to the draft Statement of Community 
Involvement for the purposes of consultation.

3. Background 

3.1 Community involvement remains an important principle as the planning 
system continues to evolve and be restructured. Changes in the system 
are broadening planning policy and decision taking responsibilities on 
Local Planning Authorities. Therefore for producing a range of different 
planning policy documents and for engaging with the local community on 
planning applications the local approach to community involvement 
requires updating. 

3.2 Authorities are specifically required to maintain a Statement of 
Community Involvement (SCI) to outline the Borough’s commitment to 
public engagement in planning. The Council adopted its first SCI in 
2006. Given the changes in the planning system and society, for 
example use of electronic communication, an update is considered 
prudent.

3.3 As well as offering general guidance on the role the public can play in 
planning, adherence to the SCI is tested when Local Plans are subject to 
examination in public by the Planning Inspectorate. As officers will 
shortly start work preparing a new Local Plan to review overarching Core 
Strategy policies, it is considered timely to produce a new SCI for the 
Borough. This can be in place for, and inform decision over, the rounds 
of public participation expected for the new Local Plan.
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3.4  Alongside input from the public, planning legislation also typically 
requires close regard to factual evidence and technical arguments. The 
precise role (if any) of community involvement varies from document to 
document, and decision to decision, as prescribed in law and national 
policy; these may or may not leave scope for the approach to 
involvement to be supplemented by guidance in the SCI. 

4. Draft Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)

Preparation of the draft SCI:

4.1 The Council is reaching a suitable point in Local Plan work to consider 
its arrangements for public engagement in planning policy. This can take 
stock of existing documents and recent feedback, and consider the 
nature of participation in forthcoming new Local Plan production. 

4.2  To commence this process, wider feedback on the consultation process 
for the recent Development Policies Plan has been reviewed and taken 
on board. In summary this showed most respondents became aware of 
the consultation by email contact from the Council or from checking the 
planning policy webpages, and that the majority of those expressing a 
view considered the main consultation document to be clear and easy to 
read. However comments were made on how mapping and supporting 
information could better be directly accessed. 

4.3  More broadly, officers have written to existing contacts that have not 
engaged at all in the most recent Local Plan, to verify their continuing 
interest and keep information up to date. All known interested parties 
have been contacted to explain the current planning policy situation. The 
likely need to update the SCI was outlined, initial views on key principles 
of community involvement were requested. This includes through a 
presentation to the Parish and Town Councils Forum setting out the 
current position and inviting comments on the subject. 

4.4   Feedback on this initial publicity highlighted:
 General support from partner organisations for the use of electronic 

communication as an efficient and now widely used channel, preferably 
alongside traditional/ other media; and choosing specific forms of 
communication carefully in order to be inclusive of everyone.

 The need to hold events in a variety of locations and times of day, and 
(in planning policy consultations) hosting a variety of activities or 
presenting to key representative groups.

 The focus of resident interest on specific details of proposals/ actual 
‘on the ground’ changes in their community.

4.5 The existing SCI has been reviewed in light of this information, and the 
need for a new SCI to reflect these views and requirements confirmed. 
Local views have therefore already begun to shape a new draft SCI 
(Appendix A).
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4.6   The content of a new SCI has also been considered in light of the need 
to reflect the many changes to the planning system, and current Council 
engagement best practice. These issues include:
 The corporate Consultation and Engagement Strategy.
 The need for additional guidance for public consultation by developers 

on their large proposals.
 The role the public can play in neighbourhood planning, usually 

undertaken by Town and Parish Councils supported by Borough 
Council planning policy officers.

 The range of organisations other than the Council also involved in 
planning for the Borough, which now includes the Ebbsfleet 
Development Corporation.

 The greater variety of types of planning applications in which the 
Council are involved, some of which have been introduced to 
streamline the scope of consultation and applicable issues; and the 
increased penalties for not taking decisions on planning applications 
within set timescales.

 The increase in discretionary stages of consultation in producing Local 
Plans, including consultations required by Planning Inspectors as part 
of increasingly complex Examinations in Public of Local Plans. Key 
aspects of the approach at this stage should therefore be set out 
locally.

4.7 Given how it is used to ensure appropriate public participation in Local 
Plans, the focus of the SCI should be on opportunities for the public to 
influence planning policy decisions. The draft SCI features additional 
public involvement activities that will occur in preparing Local Plans 
(given their legal and practical importance). 

4.8 It is also expected development management decisions on planning 
applications should be outlined in the document, given the significance 
of this stage and as some proposals attract substantial public interest. 

Content of the draft SCI:

4.9 The SCI will need to be flexible and focused given the complexity of the 
current planning system. The following paragraphs outline the proposed 
content of the SCI.

4.10 The draft SCI aims to help engagement by outlining the local planning 
system, and the responsibilities on all parties involved in community 
input to act in the public interest as set out through legislation. 

4.11 The document goes on to set out reasonable expectations the public can 
have throughout the steps of the planning/ development process. In 
particular commitments are set out for planning policies in a table setting 
out requirements for planning policy documents, and additional 
commitments for Local Plans, in terms of: how we will communicate, 
how publicity/ participation will occur and how we will use feedback. 
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4.12 New content is included in the draft SCI in a section on Neighbourhood 
Planning, relating to Neighbourhood Development Plans produced by 
Parish/ Town Councils (and that can also be produced elsewhere in the 
Borough). As sought by government, the nature of support that can be 
provided by the [Borough] Council is set out in the SCI. 

4.13 Finally, the draft SCI outlines the process in the run up to the submission 
of a planning application by a developer and landowner (including 
current advice to them on getting early community involvement on large 
proposals), and onwards to Development Control Board, and some key 
post decision potential actions e.g. appeals and enforcement. At these 
final stages, the nature of any public input is often highly prescribed in 
national policy/ legislation, or constrained by requirements set nationally 
for local decision taking, however opportunities for input and further 
sources of advice for the community are included.

4.14 To overcome the complexity of the system and variety of approaches 
necessary at each stage, six Core Principles of Public Involvement in 
planning in the Borough have been set out. In summary these cover 
(“Principles A to F” respectively):

 Timely public involvement in advance of decisions needing to be taken.
 Ensuring the public can be well informed in responding to planning 

proposals.
 Allowing clear and reasonable timescales for the public to respond; 

although recognising there may be fixed periods for decision taking.
 Setting out that comments will be acknowledged and taken into 

account.
 Endorsing quick, early and efficient publicising of proposals and 

updates, with electronic communication primarily but not exclusively 
used.

 Confirming Local Plan participation will be tailored to the need for good 
engagement to be based on the nature of the proposals at each stage 
in an iterative process.

4.15 The SCI does not set out specific provisions to directly influence all 
planning related decisions. Public views are often strongest where 
specific proposals for sites are available, for example when determining 
planning applications or setting Local Plan requirements, and this is its 
main focus. However decisions are also required to be made on 
technical/ infrastructure planning issues and documentation, and 
examples of this are reported in the following two sections (5 and 6), in 
order to set out openly the current situation and general expected 
arrangements for potential community input on these matters. 

5. Conclusion and Next Steps 

5.1  Community input is a central part of local planning. The draft SCI is 
considered to offer significant benefits of outlining up-to-date and 
reasonable expectations the public can have over key aspects of 
planning decision taking, notably the production of planning policy in a 
Plan-led system. 
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5.2  It is recommended six weeks public consultation take place on the draft 
SCI. This will use the refreshed contacts list, and wider publicity. 
Consideration will be given to how best to capture the views of all those 
in the Borough on how the SCI can be finalised and how participation in 
local planning as a whole can be improved, for example use friendly 
questionnaire/ surveys. The engagements will be supported by further 
discussions with representative groups. 

5.3  Issued arising from SCI public consultation will be reported back to 
Cabinet accordingly.

6. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

      6.1   “To ensure that regeneration in Dartford is sustainable and of benefit to 
all of our communities.”

7. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications No implications. 

Legal Implications Implications addressed in report.

Staffing Implications Implications arising from these responsibilities 
can be addressed through Planning Policy team 
staffing resource.

Administrative Implications No implications.

Risk Assessment Risks are minimised through adherence to 
legislation and policy as set out in the report. 

8. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

9. Appendices

Appendix A: Draft Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 
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